RUTHENIAN RESOURCES FOR THE DOMESTIC CHURCH
SUNDAY OF ST. MARY OF EGYPT
THE TRISAGION PRAYERS
Parents:

Through the prayers of our holy fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ our
God, have mercy on us.

Response:

Amen.

Parents:

Heavenly King, Comforter, Spirit of Truth, everywhere present
and filling all things, Treasury of Blessings and Give of Life, come
and dwell within us, cleanse us of all stain, and save our souls, O
gracious One.

Children:

Holy X God, Holy and Mighty, Holy and Immortal, have mercy on
us. (Three times)
Glory be to the Father X and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
now and ever and forever. Amen.
Most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us; Lord, cleanse us of our sins;
Master, forgive our transgressions; Holy One, come to us and heal
our infirmities for your name’s sake.
Lord, have mercy! (Three times)
Glory be to the Father X and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
now and ever and forever. Amen.
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen.

RESURRECTIONAL TROPARION - TONE 4
The joyful message of the resurrection was heard
by the women disciples from the angel,
and being freed from the ancestral curse, they boasted to the apostles:
Death is despoiled;
Christ our God is risen, giving great mercy to the world.

EPISTLE: HEBREWS 9:11 - 14
Brethren, when Christ appeared as the high priest of the good things to come (Cf.
Leviticus 16:14; 19:4), he entered once for all through the greater and more perfect
tabernacle, not made by hands (that is, not as a part of the present creation), nor again by
virtue of blood of goats and calves, but by virtue of his own blood, into the sanctuary,
having obtained eternal redemption.
For if the blood of goats and bulls and the sprinkled ashes of a heifer sanctify the unclean
for the cleansing of the flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ (Cf. Rv. I: 5), who
through the Holy Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse your conscience from
dead works to serve the living God!

GOSPEL: MARK 10:32 - 45
At that time Jesus took the Twelve, and began to tell them what would happen to him,
saying, “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to
the chief priests and the Scribes; and they will condemn him to death, and will deliver him
to the Gentiles; and they will mock him, and spit upon him and scourge him, and put him
to death; and on the third day he will rise again.”
And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him, saying, “Master, we want thee to
do for us whatever we ask.” But he said to them, “What do you want me to do for you?”
And they said, “Grant to us that we may sit, one at thy right hand and the other at thy left
hand, in thy glory.” But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking for.
Can you drink of the cup of which I drink, or be baptized with the baptism with which I
am to be baptized?” And they said to him, “We can.”
And Jesus said to them “Of the cup that I drink, you shall drink; and with the baptism with
which I am to be baptized, you shall be baptized; but as for sitting at my right hand or at
my left, that is not mine to give, but it belongs to those for whom it has been prepared.”
And when the ten heard this, they were at first indignant at James and John. But Jesus
called them and said to them, “You know that those who are regarded as rulers among
the Gentiles I lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority over them. But it is
not so among you. On the contrary, whoever wishes to become great shall be your
servant; and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be the slave of all; for the Son of
Man also has not come to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many.”

CATECHETICAL SUMMARY
In both the Gospel and Epistle today we learn about one of the hallmarks of Christianity –
servant leadership. “Cleanse your conscience from dead works,” Saint Paul teaches us, “to
serve the living God.”

And again, in the Gospel, Jesus explains that he did “not come to be served but to serve.”
In this way of service, Jesus shows us that we are called to “give” our life to God through
the gift of service to each other. During the Lenten season the Church invites us to intensify
our calling as servant leaders and to live out this calling in real tangible ways.
QUESTIONS:
1. What are some practical examples of servant leadership?
2. What are some ways that we can serve others?
3. Why is service to one another a way in which we serve God?
4. If service is a good work, what are some examples of “dead works” which are not
unto salvation?

