RESOURCES FOR THE DOMESTIC CHURCH
THE SUNDAY OF THE MAN BORN BLIND
THE TRISAGION PRAYERS
Parents:

Blessed X is our God at all times, now and ever and unto ages of ages.

Response:

Amen.

Parents:

Glory to You, our God, glory to You. Heavenly King, Consoler, Spirit of
Truth, present in all places and filling all things, the Treasury of blessings
and the Giver of life, come and dwell in us, cleanse us of all stain, and
save our souls, O Good One.

Children:

Holy

X God! Holy Mighty One! Holy Immortal One! Have mercy on us!

(Three times w/ metany)

Glory be to the Father X and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
All-Holy Trinity, have mercy on us! Lord, forgive us our sins! Master,
pardon our transgressions! Holy One, look upon us and heal our infirmities
for Your name’s sake.
Lord, have mercy! (Three times)
Glory be to the Father X and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

HYMN FOR THE PASCHA SEASON
Christ is risen from the dead trampling down death by death,
And on those in the tombs bestowing life!

HYMN FOR THE SUNDAY OF THE MAN BORN BLIND
Blinded in the eyes of my soul,
I come to You, O Christ, like the man who was blind from birth,
and I cry in repentance: You are the brilliant light of those in darkness.

EPISTLE & GOSPEL FOR THE SUNDAY OF THE MAN BORN BLIND
EPISTLE: ACTS 16:16 - 34
In those days it came to pass that as we the disciples were going to pray, we were met by
a girl who had a spirit of divination and brought her masters much profit by her
soothsaying. Now, she was following Paul and us, and kept crying out loudly, “These
men are servants of the most high God, and they announce to you a way of salvation!”
This she did for many days. But Paul could not stand it, so he turned and said to the
spirit, “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ: get out of her!” And it went out of her
that very moment.
But seeing that their hope of profit was gone, her masters seized Paul and Silas and
dragged them to the market-place before the authorities; and bringing them to the
magistrates, they said, “These men are disturbing our city. They are Jews, and they
advocate practices it is not permitted for us to adopt or observe, since we are Romans.”
And the crowd opposed them too, and the magistrates tore off their cloaks and ordered
them to be beaten with rods. And after inflicting many blows on them, they threw them
in jail, ordering the jailer to keep them under safe guard. And he, receiving this
command, consigned them to the inner jail and fastened their feet in the stocks.
But at midnight, while Paul and Silas were singing hymns to God, the prisoners listened
to them. And suddenly, there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the
jail were shaken, and at once all the doors flew open and everyone’s chains came loose.
But when the jailer woke up and saw all the doors of the jail open, he drew his sword
and was about to kill himself, thinking the prisoners had escaped.
But Paul cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Do not hurt yourself, for we are all here!”
Then calling for a light, he ran in, and trembling with fear, fell at the feet of Paul and
Silas. And he let them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” And they
replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you shall be saved together with your
household.”
And he spoke to him the word of the Lord, and also to all his household. And he took
them at that same hour of the night, and washed their wounds; and he himself was
baptized, and all those of his household immediately after. And taking them into his
house, he set a table before them, and rejoiced with all his household over his faith in
God.1
GOSPEL: JOHN 9:1 - 38
At that time as Jesus was passing by, he saw a man blind from birth. And his disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who has sinned, this man or his parents, that he should be born blind?” Jesus answered,
“Neither has this man sinned nor have his parents, but the works of God were to be made
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manifest in him. I must do the works of the one who sent me while it is day; night is coming,
when no one can work. As long as I am in the world I am the Light of the world.” When he had
said these things, he spat on the ground and made clay with the spittle, and spread the clay over
the man’s eyes, and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam (which is interpreted ‘sent’).”
So he went away, and washed, and returned seeing. The neighbors therefore and those who had
seen earlier that he was blind began saying, “Is not this the man who used to sit and beg?” Some
said, “It is.” But others said, “He only looks like him.” Yet, the man declared, “I am the one.”
They therefore asked him, “How were your eyes opened?” He answered and said, “The man
who is called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam
and wash.’ And I went and washed, and I see.” And they asked him, “Where is he?” He said, “I
do not know.” They took the man who had been blind to the Pharisees. Now, it was a Sabbath
on which Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. Again, therefore, the Pharisees asked him:
how he received his sight. But he said to them, “He put clay upon my eyes, and I washed, and I
see.” Therefore some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the
Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner work these signs?” And there was a
division among them.
Again therefore they said to the blind man, “What do you say of the one who opened your
eyes?” But he said, “He is a prophet.” The Jews therefore did not believe of him that he had
been blind and had got his sight, until they called the parents of the one who had gained his
sight, and questioned them, saying, “Is this your son, of whom you say he was born blind? How
then does he now see?” His parents answered them and said, “We know this is our son, and that
he was born blind; but how he now sees we do not know, or who opened his eyes we ourselves
do not know. Ask him; he is of age, let him speak for himself.” These things his parents said
because they feared the Jews. For already the Jews had agreed that if anyone were to confess
him to be the Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue. This is why his parents said, “He is
of age; question him.” They therefore called a second time the man who had been blind, and
said to him, “Give glory to God! We ourselves know this man is a sinner.”
He therefore said, “Whether he is a sinner, I do not know. One thing I do know, that whereas I
was blind, now I see.” They therefore asked him again, “What did he do to you? How did he
open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, but you did not listen. Why
would you hear a second time? Would you also become his disciples?” They heaped abuse on
him therefore and said, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know God spoke
to Moses; but as for this man, we do not know where he is from.” In answer the man said to
them, “Why herein is the marvel, that you do not know where he is from, and yet he opened my
eyes. Now we know God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is a worshipper of God, and does
his will, him he hears. Not from the beginning of the world has it been heard that anyone opened
the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” They
answered and said to him, “You were altogether born in sins, and do you teach us?” And they
turned him out. Jesus heard they had turned him out, and when he had found him, said to him,
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered and said, “Who is he, Lord, that I may
believe in him?” And Jesus said to him, “You have both seen him, and he it is who speaks with
you.” And he said, “I believe, Lord.” And falling down, he worshipped him.2
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CATECHETICAL SUMMARY
Today the Church celebrates the Sunday of the Healing of the Blind Man. This man, who had been
“born blind,” encountered Jesus when the Lord was leaving the Temple in Jerusalem. The man
was, apparently, begging for money or food at the gate of the Temple and when Jesus spoke to
him he listened and was obedient to the Lord’s command. Unlike the other figures in the Gospel
account, this man alone had never seen the miraculous works of Christ, and yet, trusted in his word.
We too, who have “not seen and yet believe” trust in the word of the Lord and follow in his ways.
In this way, we, who were formerly blinded by sin, have begun to see through faith.
But, how do we trust in the Lord and follow in his ways? In the Epistle today, we are reminded
of the conversion of Saul who, blinded by anger and his persecution of the Church, discovers
that he is persecuting Christ himself and is called to join in the healing ministry of the Lord. We
too, those who have been baptized into Christ and have received the vision of faith, are called to
do “work[s] befitting [our] repentance.”
And what are those works which we are called to do if not to follow in the ways of Christ and
Saint Paul, to bring healing to those who are spiritually blind through ignorance of Christ? To
help those to whom God has called us to minister “to open their eyes that they may turn from
darkness to light, and from the dominion of Satan to God; that they may receive forgiveness of
sins and an inheritance among those sanctified by faith in me.”

THE FATHERS ON THE GOSPEL
He healed others by a word.… But the Lord bestowed sight on the one who was blind from
birth—not by a word, but by an outward action. He did this neither casually nor simply because
this was how it happened. He did it this way in order to show it was the same hand of God here
that had also formed man at the beginning. And therefore when his disciples asked him why he
had been born blind, whether by his own fault or his parents’, Jesus said, “Neither this man
sinned, nor his parents, but that the works of God might be manifested in him.” The work of God
is, after all, the forming of man. He did this by an outward action, as Scripture says, “And the
Lord took clay from earth, and formed man.”
Notice here too how the Lord spit on the earth, and made clay and smeared it on his eyes,
showing how the ancient creation was made. He was making clear to those who can understand,
that this was the [same] hand of God through which man was formed from clay. For what the
creating Word had neglected to form in the womb, this he supplied openly. He did this so that
the works of God might be evident in him, and so that we would now seek for no other hand
than that through which humanity was formed. Nor should we seek another Father, knowing
that the hand of God which formed us in the beginning, and forms in the womb, has in the last
times sought us lost ones out. He is gaining his own lost sheep and putting it on his shoulders and
joyfully restoring it to the fold of life.

Saint Irenaeus, Against Heresies 5.15.2.

As, therefore, we are formed in the womb by the Word, this very same Word also formed sight in
the one who had been blind from his birth. In this way, he openly showed who it is who forms us
in secret, since now the Word himself had been revealed to the world. It also made known the
ancient formation of Adam and how he was made, and through what hand he was formed—
indicating the whole [of Adam’s creation] by showing us a part [of it].
For the Lord who formed sight is he who has formed the entire person, and in doing so, carried
out the will of the Father. But in respect to that formation in men and women that took place
after Adam—when humanity fell into sin—there was a need for the washing of regeneration.
This is why the Lord said to the man to whom he had given sight, “Go to Siloam and wash.” In
this way, he provided both his physical reformation and his regeneration which comes through
washing. And this is why, when he washed, he came back seeing. He would come to know his
creator and humanity would come to know him who has given us life.
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