
On the Incarnation presentation 

• I. The renewal of creation has been wrought by the Self-same Word Who made it in the beginning.” S. 1 

o S2 views on Creation: Epicureans (no mind behind the universe), Plato (God creator through things) 

Gnostics (deny the goodness of Creation), S3.  But the Father through the Word created the universe 

ex-nihilo, and the image and likeness in man.  

o S.12 The image and likeness of man is “our Lord Jesus Christ.” And S6. It is unfitting of God’s 

goodness and power that he would allow this image to disappear. 

o S3 God gave man free-will, according to the image of his own reason, but knowing man’s weakness, 

he made the grace of persistence dependent on law and place.  

o S11. The image of God is Christ Jesus. And so it is in Christ Jesus/the image that man “apprehend the 

Father.” Thus, it is S4.  

o Since he alone is the Image only he could restore the image, as both creator and image. For this 

reason, “for our salvation…manifested in a human body.” 

• II. S1 He has been manifested in human form for one reason, “out of the love and goodness of His Father, 

for the salvation of men.”  

o The image disappearing: For, “as they had at the beginning come into being out of non-existence, so 

were they now on the way to returning, through corruption, to non-existence.” Again, S5 “corruption 

ran riot among them, and held sway over them to an even more than natural degree.” And, S6. “Man, 

who was created in God’s image and in his possession of reason reflected the very Word Himself, was 

disappearing, and the work of God was being undone.” 

o S4 The presence and love of the Word had called them into being; inevitably, therefore when they 

lost the knowledge of God, they lost existence with it; 3. for it is God alone Who exists, evil is non-

being, the negation and anti-thesis of good. 4. By nature, of course, man is mortal…but he bears also 

the likeness of Him Who is, and if he preserves the likeness through constant contemplation, then his 

nature is deprived of its power and he remains incorrupt…And being incorrupt, he would be 

henceforth as God.”  

▪ S13 He gave man three ways to know him through contemplation: creation, holy men, good 

life 

▪ S13 When man failed to do this he lost the knowledge of God and became like a “brute 

beast” 

▪ Now, S7 Repentance was not enough because of corruption; thus, a new creation was 

needed, one which did not dispose of the old, and only the creator could do this.  

o S8 The Creator has always been in creation, but now in a new way. He became incarnate 

▪ S1 The Word did not assume a body proper to his own nature 

▪ S8 He took it from the panagia 

▪ S9 “Through this union of the immortal son of God with our human nature, all men were 

clothed with incorruption.” (cf. S44) 

▪ S16. He did not die for sin immediately. S15. “As a good teacher with his pupils coming down 

to their level and using simple means…He became himself and object for the senses, so that 

those who were seeking God in sensible things might apprhened the Father through the 

works which he , the Word of God, did in a body.” S15 They knew creation again through the 

creator and His power over it. Thus, did idol worship cease, for “creation confessed Christ as 

Lord.” He healed diseases, walked on water, etc. (cf. s19). Concerning good works, the savior 

proved them all, even by miracles (s 18). S15. Even the “devils were subject to him, loosing 

their power (cf. s19). Concerning the truth of holy men, he fulfilled them all (cf. S33-40).  

▪ S17 The paradox: Being God, he was not hedged into a mortal body, but remained 

incorrupatable and moreover God. “His body was for Him not a limitation, but an 

instrument, so that he was both in it and in all things, and outside all things, resting in the 



Father alone…nor was he defiled by being in a body. Rather he sanctified the body by being 

in it.” 

• He destroyed the corruptible body by giving the body he had such potential of 

death, being a S9 “sufficient exchange for all” as “an offering and sacrifice free from 

every stain.” 

• He raised it up because the Word cannot die, so it gave life to the body S9 “for the 

solidarity of mankind is such that, by virtue of the Word’s indwelling in a single 

body, the corruption which goes with death has lost its power over all.” 

o S13 The analogy of a portrait: “what happens when a painting on a panel 

becomes obliterated through external stains? The artist does not throw 

away the panel, but the subject of the portrait has to come and sit for it 

again, and then the likness is redrawn on the same material.” 

o III. Who was the enemy? S. 6 “Death and corruption were gaining ever firmer hold on them.” (cf. S. 

9-10, 16) S7 the deceiver, the “devil,” S20 who has “power over death.” Thus there was a “debt” to 

be paid to death (S20) because God does not lie. This “settled man’s account”. The devil could thus 

no longer claim such power.  

▪ Christos Victor: S. 21 However, he was not powerless over death, for he himself was the 

creator. He never saw corruption. Nor could he die of thirst or hunger. He himself laid down 

his life by “accepting death.” S25. His death on the cross also b. cleansed the air of the 

enemy powers permitting ascension for all, and c. with outstretched arms called Jews and 

gentiles together.  

o IV. The proof over the enemy death and the devil 

▪ S30 His Resurrection 

▪ S28-29 His Fearless death (even on the cross), which the martyrs now embrace 

▪ S31 Persistent ministry, S32 “A blind man cannot see the sun, but he knows that it is above 

the earth from the warmth that it affords; similarly, let those who are still in the blindness of 

unbelief recognize the Godhead of Christ and the resurrection which he has brought about 

through his manifested power in other.” 

• Refutation of the Jews S33-40: He fulfilled all the Scriptures (S33): born of a virgin 

(cf. S35), S36-38 ruler over many peoples even without linage (esp. last paragraph 

of S37), S34-35 death on a cross (cf. 37), healed all the sick, S39-40 Daniels 

prophecy is fulfilled: Messiah came brining the seal of prophecy (where are the 

prophets now?), destruction of Jerusalem (where is the temple now?). S40 His 

thrown is everlasting (Where is there a ruler now?) 

• Refutation of Gentiles:  

o S41-55 They say it is ridiculous that the Word is manifested in a body 

▪ S41 But some Greek philosophers believe the Word is in the 

universe, but if it is in the universe why could he not be a body? 

▪ S42 If they say why not a nobler part of the Universe? 1. Because 

he came to heal and teach men. 2. Because “nothing of creation 

has erred from the path of God’s purpose.”3. Moreover, he does 

not share the nature of Creation, or of His body, instead he heals 

it.  

• Model of incarnational evangelization “But for Him who 

came to heal and to teach the way was not merely to 

dwell here, but to put himself at the disposal of those 

who needed Him, and to be manifested according as 

they could bear it, not vitiating the value of the Divine 

appearing by exceeding their capacity to receive it.” 



▪ S43 Some will ask why He did not heal it with a 

Word/”signification of his Will,” even as He created it. Because 1. 

Creation was ex-nihilo, but the new creation is a healing.  

o S30 Men are being persuaded all over the world to follow Christ (S. 46-53) 

o S31 Evil men have put aside vice and now live with virtue (cf. S51-52) 

o S31 Men thirst for holiness (cf. S48) 

o S31 Magic and demons and the appeal to idols are crushed at the sign of 

the cross and mention of his name (cf. S32, 45-48, 52, 55) 

o S46-47 Greek Philosophers have been silenced (cf. esp. S50, 55) 

o S54. “In short, such and so many are the savior’s achievements that follow 

from His incarnation, that to try to number them is like gazing at the open 

sea and trying to count the waves. One cannot see all the waves with ones 

eyes, for when one tries to do so those that are following on baffles ones 

senses.” 

o V Final Exhortation: 

▪ S56 Scripture: “You must go on to prove its truth [what has been taught in this letter] by the 

study of Scriptures.” These are God “inspired words”, explained by “inspired” teachers/the 

Fathers.  

▪ S57 Need of a “good life” and “Purity of soul” and “Christian virtue”: “One cannot possibly 

understand the teachings of the saints unless one has a pure mind and is trying to imitate 

their life.” 

 

 

 


