
 

MELKITE RESOURCES FOR THE DOMESTIC CHURCH 
NINTH SUNDAY AFTER THE HOLY CROSS 

THE TRISAGION PRAYERS 

Parents: Blessed X is our God at all times, now and ever and unto ages of 
ages. 

 
Response:  Amen. 
 
Parents:   Glory to You, our God, glory to You. Heavenly King, Consoler, 

Spirit of Truth, present in all places and filling all things, the 
Treasury of blessings and the Giver of life, come and dwell in us, 
cleanse us of all stain, and save our souls, O Good One. 

 
 

Children:  Holy X God! Holy Mighty One! Holy Immortal One! Have mercy 
on us! (Three times w/ metany)   

  Glory be to the Father X and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
  now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.  
  

All-Holy Trinity, have mercy on us! Lord, forgive us our sins! 
Master, pardon our transgressions! Holy One, look upon us and 
heal our infirmities for Your name’s sake. 

  
  Lord, have mercy! (Three times) 
  
  Glory be to the Father X and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
  now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
  

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  Amen.   
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You destroyed Death by Your cross. You opened paradise to the thief.  

 You changed the weeping of the myrrhbearers, 
 and commanded Your apostles to proclaim  

that You, O Christ God, have risen, granting to the world great mercy. 
 



 

 
GOSPEL: EPHESIANS 12:16 - 22 

 
For he is our peace, who has made us both one, and has broken down the dividing wall of 
hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law of commandments and ordinances, that he 
might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, and might 
reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby bringing the hostility to 
an end. And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those 
who were near; for through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then 
you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and 
members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure is 
joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built into 
it for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. 

 
GOSPEL: LUKE 12:16 - 22 

 
The Lord told this parable: “The land of a certain rich man brought forth abundant crops. 
And he began to consider, saying, ‘What shall I do, for I have no room to store my crops?’ 
And he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger one, and there I will 
store up all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have many good 
things laid up for many years; take your ease, eat, drink, be marry.’ But God said to him, 
‘You fool, this very night, you must give up your life; and the things you have provided, 
whose will they be?’ So is the man who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich as 
regards God.” After he had said this, he cried out, “He who has ears to hear, let him 
hear.” 
 

CATECHETICAL SUMMARY 
 

“Rich as regards the things of God” 
 
In the church today we hear proclaimed the famous parable of the foolish rich man who 
concerned himself with earthly wealth while ignoring what true riches really are.  While it 
is easy to divide the concept of “earthly” riches from “heavenly” ones, disparaging the 
former and elevating the latter, this is ultimately a superficial reading of this text.   
 
In reconciling man to God in himself, he also reconciled all things which God had placed 
under man’s dominion in the beginning, namely, the entire created order.  There is 
nothing that Jesus has not redeemed in himself, and that includes so-called “earthly” 
riches.  All things have become subject to God in Christ Jesus.  No, the problem with the 
foolish rich man is not that he is wealthy, but that he has chosen to use that wealth for his 
own aggrandizement and security rather than using it to glorify God.   



 

 
Ultimately, the problem with the foolish rich man is that he has rejected his calling as a 
“citizen” of God’s kingdom—rejected his calling to be a “temple holy to the Lord”—and 
rather than gifting his life to God he has attempted to make a life for himself away from 
God.  He has rejected or forgotten his calling to be, in terms of the Gospel, a holy “barn” 
for the Lord, opening himself up to be filled with God’s gifts. This foolish man has allowed 
God’s Word and his Spirit to remain outside of him and instead has busied himself with 
building “barns” in his heart for his own wealth and glory.  Only when a man’s earthly life 
finds its true purpose and fulfillment in divine life can his earthly life be transformed and 
become a vehicle to find authentic happiness. 
 
Practical Questions: 
 

1. In the Gospel account, what is the rich man’s barn supposed to represent? 
 

2. What kinds of earthly “barns” have we built in our own life? 
 

3. How do we make ourselves into a “temple holy to the Lord” rather than an earthly 
“barn.” 

 
4. If we choose to be temples of God, what kinds of things do we look to fill our life 

with and what kinds of things should we avoid filling our life with? 
 
 
 
 

 


