Unit 6 “Observances”
Objective: The students will be able to retell the story

of Palm Sunday, including the raising of Lazarus.

For the Catechist

The joyful feast of the Entrance into Jerusalem comes at
the end of the Great Fast and the beginning of Holy
Week. For a day we are given the chance to renew
ourselves before reliving the dread events of Christ's
Passion and death. Children love processions and
should be prepared to fully participate in the Palm
Sunday procession (unless your parish does not have
one). As with all feasts, we do not merely commemorate the past but find meaning for our present.

"The entry of Christ into Jerusalem is a celebration
of triumph. This is the way the Gospel presents the
event. Our Church brings us to this moment of glory.
Coming at the close of the Great Fast, the celebration of the Feast gives a foretaste of Paschal Joy"
(CBL).

Palms and Pussy willows. Palms are commonly used
to commemorate this event. In countries where palms
do not grow, such as Eastern Europe, pussy willows
were used. Both are blessed items and should be
treated respectfully. Encourage the children to take
them home and place them behind their icons.

Icon. Although most icons of the feast portray children
as part of the joyful event, some do not. If you have an
icon that shows children, be sure and point them out to
your class.

Lesson 26

Palm Sunday

Lesson Plan Overview

Opening: "Lord, have mercy" with prostration

Introduction: Study of Palm Sunday Icon
Need: Palm Sunday Icon Puzzle (large
version)

Read Text Aloud: Ask questions noted on
the following pages as text is being read.
Activity Tracks:

Choose a basic, group, or craft activity to
reinforce the lesson (detailed on the pages
that follow).
•Basic 1: Palm Sunday

•Basic 2: Palm Sunday Story

•Group: “ Palm Sunday Icon” Game
•Craft: “Palm Sunday” Puzzle

Closing: “Lord, have mercy" with prostration

Background Reading

(Direct quotations from the sources noted.)

Icon of the Entry into Jerusalem
"The Icon of the Entry portrays the journey of Christ to
His voluntary passion and death. At the same time, it
gives us an image of His installation in the Kingdom of
His glory, the Kingdom of the New Jerusalem, which in
terms of the Resurrection Matins, shines in the glory of
the Lord."

Come Bless the Lord Icon:

Packet I: Entry into Jerusalem
Packet II:

Teaching Pics

Entrance into Jerusalem (Palm Sunday) (F6)
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'Traditionally, children play a prominent role in the representation of the entry into Jerusalem.
Some are depicted: one, high in a tree, cutting the palm branches; another, spreading his
cloak along Christ's way. Though the Gospels do not specify the children's presence, the
Church sees in them the very embodiment of the Biblical reference: 'Out of the mouths of
babes and sucklings you have fashioned praise' (Psalm 8:3). Related to this is call of the
Palm Sunday Vespers: 'Wherefore, like babes, rejoice, carrying branches in your hands, and
praise Him, singing, 'Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He Who comes, the King of Israel'"
(CBL 17).
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The Lesson Plan

Opening

Today begins the most important week of the Church year—Holy Week.
When we come to the services this week, we will be making many prostrations. When we make a prostration [demonstrate], we think of how great
God is and how much we need His help and mercy. For our opening and
closing prayer today, we will make a prostration. Before we do so, we will
say, "Lord, have mercy." We will make our sign of the cross before and
after the prostration. [Demonstrate whole prayer if necessary.] Let’s go to the
icon corner and get ready to pray. [Stand quietly in prayer position for 20
seconds, make your sign of the cross, speak the words slowly so children will
join you, make the prostration and sign of cross again.]

Introduction

[Before class, hide the pieces of the icon puzzle in students' books or around
the room.] Before class began, I saw someone in the room hiding something
in your books [or around the room]. Why don't you see what was left here,
and bring it to me. What are these? (Puzzle pieces) Let's put them all on
the table. What puzzle is this? (The Palm Sunday Icon) Everyone take the
piece you found. Let's see if you can put them together correctly as I tell
the story. [As you tell the story, describe the piece and place it in the puzzle.]
The day after Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, He said to His disciples,
"Get me a donkey, the foal of an ass, to ride upon." They did so. He
climbed upon the donkey [Jesus on donkey] and began His ride into
Jerusalem. His disciples were behind Him. [disciples] When the people saw
that it was Jesus, they remembered how He raised Lazarus. No one had
ever raised someone from the tomb after four days. They ran to greet Him.
[people meeting Jesus] "Hosanna in the highest!" They waved palm
branches, as if Jesus was a king! Little children shouted and jumped
around. One climbed a tree to greet Jesus, [boy in tree] Another placed his
cape on the ground [child on ground] so the donkey's feet wouldn't get
dirty.
It was the first Palm Sunday. Today our lesson is on Palm Sunday, and on
the week that followed—Holy Week.
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Reading of Text

As the children read aloud, help them interact with the text using the comments or
questions below which are keyed to the text
phrases (inbold type).

We have a poem for this week's lesson. It is about
Palm Sunday and Holy Week. See if you can
follow along with me by looking at the icons that
are next to the writing. I'll tell you when it's time to
move to the next page.
... He hardly had any room
Whom did Jesus raise from the dead? (Lazarus)

...they loudly proclaimed
What did the people say when Jesus came by?
("Hosanna in the highest—you are our king,
Lord Jesus!")
What did the people wave? (Palm branches)
We wave palm branches and sometimes
pussy willows. In countries where palms don't
grow, people celebrated this day with
pussy willows.

.. .Receive Me this day.
Holy Thursday was the day before Jesus died.
It is the day of Jesus' Last Supper. What words
did He say over the bread and wine? (This is
my body; this is my blood.)
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... preparing to bury
What were Jesus' last words? ("Forgive them,
Father.")

Who carried Jesus to bury Him? (Joseph of
Arimathea) How do you think Joseph felt to be
the one to bury Jesus? [Allow responses.] We
relive Joseph s walk to the tomb on Friday night
when we process around the church.
... will be my song!
What did the soldiers roll in front of the tomb (A
large stone)

Let’s review: We learned about Palm Sunday and
Holy Week. What happened the day before Palm
Sunday? (Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead.)
Tell me about Palm Sunday. [Allow responses.]
What happened on Holy Thursday? What happened on Holy Friday? (Jesus was crucified.)
Who took Jesus to bury him? (Joseph of
Arimathea.)

Activity Tracks

Basic 1: Palm Sunday
(This worksheet is in the student text.)

Today we learned that everyone wanted to see
Jesus on Palm Sunday because He raised Lazarus
from the dead the day before. To help you remember why the crowds were so excited, both icons
are on this worksheet. Let’s see if we can read the
three sentences and fill in the missing words
given at the top. After we do this, you can color
these icons.
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Basic 2: Palm Sunday Story

Today we learned the story of Palm Sunday. Let's see if
you remember the story well enough to write it. You also
have a picture with something that will appear when
you connect the dots.
Group: "Palm Sunday Icon" Game

Today we learned the story of Palm Sunday. Let's see
how well you remember the story. I'm going to give
each of you a piece of our big puzzle, but I don't want
you to let the others see it—maybe you can hold it
behind your back. Then we'll take turns. You will give
one clue about the piece you hold, and the person to
your right will have a chance to guess. If they 're right,
you'll put your piece down to make the puzzle. If not,
we'll go to the next person, until all the pieces make the
puzzle.
Craft: "Palm Sunday" Puzzle

Materials: "Palm Sunday" Puzzle worksheet, copied onto
coverweight paper if possible, crayons or markers, scissors,
glue, envelopes or baggies, parents to help out

[Ahead of time, if you don't have the puzzle on coverweight
paper, glue the icon to construction paper.] Did you like
our Palm Sunday Icon puzzle? Each of you can make
one of your own today to help you remember the story
of Jesus' ride into Jerusalem. [Have the children color the
pieces, and cut them apart with help. Have the children
practice putting together the pieces, using the smaller puzzle
as a guide.] Let's look at the pieces as we review the
story. [Hold up appropriate pieces.] We see Jesus riding
on a donkey, the disciples behind Him, and the crowd
from Jerusalem in front to greet Him. Here is the city of
Jerusalem where Jesus was headed. Whom do we have
in the tree and on the ground? (Children greeting Jesus!)
Don't you wish you could have been there? [Give each
child an envelope or baggie to keep his or her puzzle pieces
and smaller puzzle together.]
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Closing

When we make a prostration [demonstrate], we think of how great
God is and how much we need His help and mercy. For our closing
prayer today, we will make a prostration. Before we do so, we will
say, "Lord, have mercy." We will make our sign of the cross before
and after the prostration. [Demonstrate whole prayer if necessary.]
Let's go to the icon corner and get ready to pray. [Stand quietly in
prayer position for 20 seconds, make the sign of the cross, speak the
words slowly so children will join you, and make the prostration and
sign of the cross again.]
God bless you. Have a good week!
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Lesson 26 Introduction
Palm Sunday Icon Puzzle 1/3

Jerusalem

Jesus
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Lesson 26 Introduction
Palm Sunday Icon Puzzle 2/3

disciples
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Lesson 26 Introduction
Palm Sunday Icon Puzzle 3/3

crowd

child in tree

child on ground
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Lesson 26 Basic 2
"Palm Sunday Story" Worksheet

Jesus raised __ __ __ __ __ __ __ from
the dead. The next day everyone wanted
to see Jesus. They waved palm branches.
They wanted to make Him their king.
They shouted, “ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ in
the highest!”
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Lesson 26 Craft
Palm Sunday Icon Puzzle

Puzzle for students
to color and cut
apart

Keep small
version for students to refer to
when placing
pieces.
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