Unit 6 “Observances”
Objective: The students will be able to state when

asked that the name of the feast that recalls Jesus'
baptism is Theophany. They will be able to state, when
asked, that the Trinity was revealed at Theophany.

For the Catechist

For Eastern Christians January 6 marks the baptism of
Jesus in the Jordan River. On this day the Trinity was
revealed. It is one of the most important feasts in our
liturgical year. The Kindergarten text acquainted the
students with Theophany. They were asked to identify
the feast as commemorating the baptism of Jesus. In this
lesson they are asked to also identify it with the manifestation of the Trinity. They have learned about the
Trinity this year in lesson 3. Lesson 20 also teaches
them about the Trinity.

Background Reading

(Direct quotations from the sources noted.)

The Theophany Icon
"At the top of the icon, the opening of heaven is symbolized by the segment of a circle. This circle signifies
God's presence and witness at the event. Emanating
from the circle are rays of light surrounding the Holy
Spirit, depicted in the figure of a dove descending upon
our Savior Who is being baptized in the Jordan by John
... Present in the icon are Angels with their hands
covered, their heads are bowed as an indication of their
role of service to God and their reverence for Him
Whom they serve" (CBL 43).
Theophany Recalls the Baptism of Jesus
"A second cycle of feasts in the Church year is called
the Immovable Cycle because these observances are
kept on the same date each year. Chief of these are the
feasts of Christmas and the Theophany. Christmas
(December 25) remembers the birth of our Lord Jesus
Christ. The Theophany (January 6) remembers the
baptism of our Lord in the River Jordan by the holy
prophet John. They are closely connected because
they celebrate the "appearance" of our Lord in the
world. They are a development of our understanding of
the identity of Jesus Christ. When He was recognized

Lesson 24

Theophany

Lesson Plan Overview
Opening: Doxology

Introduction: Theophany Icon Discussion

Need: Icon Visual Aid, glass of water

Read Text Aloud: Ask questions noted on

the following pages as text is being read.

Activity Tracks:

Choose a basic, group, or craft activity to
reinforce the lesson (detailed on the pages
that follow).
•Basic 1: Theophany Icon

•Basic 2: I Know about Theophany
•Group: “Glory” Game

•Craft: “Theophany” Puzzle
Closing: Doxology

Come Bless the Lord Icon:

Packet I: Theophany of Our Lord
The Holy Trinity
Packet II:

Teaching Pics
Theophany (F4)
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as Son of God by His resurrection (Rom 1:4), early Christians also began to appreciate this
mystery of His incarnation in the Gospel events of His birth and baptism. His birth is described in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke with wise men from 'the East’' recognizing Him
as Messiah and King and with angels proclaiming Him as such to shepherds. At His baptism
John recognized Him as the great Prophet who was to come; the Father from Heaven
declared Him to be His Son; and the Spirit came upon Him revealing Him to be the
Messiah" (LLII 41).

All Water Is Sanctified
"In Egypt the rising of the River Nile was of particular importance for the harvest and the life
of the country. The Christians there chose the beginnings of the Gospels of Mark and John
as the basis for their feast. These two Gospels begin the story of Jesus with His public life
through baptism in the River Jordan. The sanctification of this river was seen as a model for
the sanctification of all waters, representing life, particularly the River Nile" (LLII 43).
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The Lesson Plan

Opening

[Gather the students at the icon corner.] Today we are learning about a most special
feast day. It was the day on which the Trinity was revealed. We worship the Trinity
when we make the sign of the cross. Let's say our "Glory" prayer today as we make
the sign of the cross, and listen for the names of the Trinity.

Introduction

Every year soon after the Nativity of Our Lord (Christmas), we celebrate another very
important holy day. I believe you learned about it last year. Let's see if you can figure
out the answer from these clues. Don't try to guess until I ask you to raise your hands.
[Place icon pieces on the table in this order, pausing after each to take guesses: angel, John
the Baptist, the opened heavens, the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove. Finally place a glass of
water near the pieces.] Any ideas? Who can tell the story that these icon pieces tell?
[Recap their attempt, using visual aid.]
One day when Jesus was about 30 years old, He went to see His cousin, whom we call
St. John the Baptist. John was at the Jordan River. He was telling people to change
their lives to live as God wanted or to "repent." He said God's kingdom was coming.
To symbolize their changed lives, they were baptized in the Jordan River. One day Jesus
came to John and asked to be baptized. John knew that Jesus was free of sin and didn't
need to be baptized, so he tried to say "no" to Jesus. Jesus wanted to be baptized to
show the people that they needed to change their lives. Finally John agreed to baptize
Jesus.
When Jesus was baptized, two important things happened. Hold up one finger while I
tell you the first. First, the heavens opened and the Father in heaven said "This is my
beloved Son in Whom I am well pleased." So, number one is the Father's voice. Then,
number two, hold up a second finger, the Holy Spirit appeared in the form of a dove
above Jesus. So number two is the Holy Spirit. What was number one? (The Father's
voice) The Father and the Holy Spirit are two of the three persons of the Trinity. Who is
the other person? (Jesus) Was Jesus there? Yes, He was. Hold up a third finger for
Jesus. That makes three. The three persons of the Holy Trinity were at the Jordan that
day, and that is what makes this feast day so important. The three persons of the Trinity
were revealed that day.

We have a poem for our lesson today,. Try to follow along as I read it. [If you have good
readers, let them try to assist.]
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Reading of Text

As the children read aloud, help them interact
with the text using the comments or questions
below which are keyed to the text phrases (in
bold type).
But here's what John had to say.
What is the name of the river where John was
baptizing? (Jordan)

For it is the way it's meant to be.
What did John say to Jesus? ("You are the One
most important, You should baptize me.)

No one else said a word.
What did the voice of the Father say? ("This is
my beloved Son.") Do you remember how we
remember the Father’s voice in the icon? (The
heavens are opened.)

In the form of a dove.
Who was in the form of a dove? (The Holy
Spirit) Spirits have no form or body of their
own. When the Holy Spirit needs to appear, He
takes form in different ways. When you learn
about Pentecost, you will learn that the Holy
Spirit came in the form of a mighty wind and
tongues of fire.

That God is one and holy, but at the same time
three.
When we talk about God in three persons, what
term do we use? (Trinity)
We call it "Theophany."
What is the name of the feast day? (Theophany)
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And we take some home and keep it near.
Do you remember getting holy water to drink last
Theophany?
And in our homes to stay.
[Modify according to whether the priest or the
family blesses each home.] Do you remember
Father coming to bless your home? Did you help
lead Father through the house?

To another Theophany day.
Theophany is a day when we think about God's gift
of water and, in fact, God's gift of creation. We say
that when Jesus stepped into the water of the
Jordan, water all over the world was blessed. God
has given us a wonderful world, and Jesus has
blessed it with His presence.

Activity Tracks

Basic 1: Theophany Icon
(This page is in the student text.)

Today we used the Theophany icon to learn about
this feast day. Let's work together to see if we can
match the names with the elements of the icon.
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Basic 2: I Know about Theophany

Today we used the Theophany icon to learn about this
feastday. See if you can use the word bank to identify
the parts of the icon. When you're done, try to remember the story of Theophany.
Group: "Glory" Game

[Divide class into three teams.] Today we’ll practice
saying the Doxology or "Glory... "prayer. We played
this game a few weeks ago. Let's see if you remember
the game and the prayer. Each team will take turns
saying in order a word of the prayer. You’ll get a point if
your team is correct. For example, team 1 says
"Glory," team two says "to," team 3 "the," and we
come back to team 1 again. Do you think we can say
the whole Doxology? Let's try.
Craft: "Theophany" Puzzle

Materials: "Theophany" Puzzle worksheet copied onto
coverweight paper if possible (or glued to construction
paper), crayons or markers, scissors, envelopes or baggies,
parents to help out.

[Have sample ready to show children.] We have another
puzzle for your feast day puzzle collection this year. It is
the feast day icon of Theophany. Let's look at the pieces
as we review the story. [Hold up the appropriate pieces;
have children tell you the piece and part of the story. Give
each child a baggie or envelope to keep their puzzle pieces
and small puzzle together.]

Closing: [Gather the students at the icon corner.] Today
we learned about a most special feast day. It was the
day on which the Trinity was revealed. We worship the
Trinity when we make the sign of the cross. Let's say
our "Glory" prayer today as we make the sign of the
cross, and listen again for the names of the Trinity.
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Lesson 24 Introduction
Icon Visual Aid 1/2

heavens opened

angels

Holy Spirit in
the form of a
dove
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Lesson 24 Introduction
Icon Visual Aid 2/2

Jesus

John the Baptist
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I Know About
Theophany

1. __ __ __ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __ __

2. __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __ __

Lesson 24 Basic 2
“I Know About Theophany”

Use these words to
complete the worksheet:

Holy Spirit
heavens opened
angels
Jesus
John the Baptist

in the form of a dove

3. __ __ __ __ __ __

4. __ __ __ __ __

5. __ __ __ __
__ __ __
__ __ __ __ __ __ __
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Lesson 24 Craft
Theophany Puzzle 1/2
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Lesson 24 Craft
Theophany Puzzle 2/2
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Lesson 24 Craft
Theophany Puzzle

Color and cut apart
at dark lines.

Small version is a reference tool to help
students put together puzzle.
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